TO ALL STUDENT UNIONS 

February 2009

Hello all and welcome to the first mailing from NUS-USI NI Steering Committee of 2009. Steering Committee is a committee which primarily oversees the election of the NUS-USI Northern Ireland Executive Committee and motions process which take place at NI Conference. The Steering committee is responsible for the calling of NI Conference, drafting commissions, credentials, elections, the order paper and disputes.

Who is on Steering Committee?
There are three members of Steering, all elected by delegates at NI Conference. This year Steering comprises Ciarán Hanna, Mark Mc Lean and Darren Fowler. 
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Steering Committee gives formal notice that NUS-USI NI Conference will take place on Thursday and Friday 23-24 April 2009 in the Tullyglass House Hotel, Ballymena, Co Antrim.

In the last few years, we have had some well-attended conferences with great participation from delegates, and this year should follow this trend. 

Steering Committee does ask that you make a note in your diary about this important event, given that it takes place after the Easter holidays. NUS-USI NI Conference is the supreme governing body of the region, and it is necessary that all active student union officers attend to discuss important student issues, question local and national NUS & USI officers on work achieved as well as make and discuss NUS-USI policy. Of course, one of the most important things you will do at NUS-USI Regional Conference will be to elect the NUS-USI Regional Executive for 2009\10. 
Encouraging Participation
There are a number of ways, student unions can increase their participation at this conference.

· Firstly, Steering asks that your union has paid all its affiliation fees to NUS-USI and they are up to date for this year. 

· Nomination forms for the NI Executive positions are available from the website and all students from affiliated unions may apply. NUS-USI NI encourages a wide range of nominations as this always makes an interesting conference, as well as proving a unique experience for those participating.

· Another way of ensuring active participation is if different unions submit motions and not just one union. We urge all unions to submit policy motions which, if passed, will become binding on the Regional Executive. NUS-USI NI has updated the Policy File which contains all current NUS-USI NI Policy. This is available from the NUS-USI NI office. 

Included in this mailing is the deadlines you will need to remember, the date all motions have to be in for and the closing date for nominations being the most important.

This is YOUR Conference, so if you have any ideas for guest speakers, workshops, plenary suggestions, then please contact the NI Executive or Director.

Any questions, please contact the NUS-USI NI Office. 
Hopefully see you at Conference on 23rd April.

Ciaran Hanna

Chair, NUS-USI NI Steering Committee

