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Students call for a better deal on hardship 
Students are demanding the Scottish Government use any additional funding for support on alleviating student hardship today (Thursday).

NUS Scotland’s response to the Government consultation Supporting a Smarter Scotland calls for cash to be spent on a combination of additional support for all, targeted support for the poorest of students, and funds for a childcare entitlement.
Gurjit Singh, NUS Scotland President, said: 

“The £30 million made available by the Government is in no way enough to address the issues facing hard up students in Scotland. We have been forced to make some hard decisions about the best use of these limited funds. Over the last six months we have worked tirelessly to engage with as many students as possible on the issues they face. Time and again we have been told that poverty and hardship are the most pressing concerns. 
“Our response reflects the collective view of students in Scotland. There has been a real willingness to ensure that as many students as possible benefit from these funds. That is why we believe that cash should be ringfenced to support student parents and those from the poorest backgrounds. At the same time, funding used for additional loans goes further in increasing the amount of cash students have in their pockets while they study.”

“It is our hope that, with such widespread support for the proposals we are putting forward, the Government acts now to relieve the burden of poverty students are carrying. We are looking forward to working with the Cabinet Secretary to iron out the details of where this money goes, and will continue to lobby for an adequate funding package which will bring all students out of the poverty trap.”
...ends
For more information contact Lindsay Cunningham, NUS Scotland Campaigns and Communications Officer, on 07980 845639
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