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Towards a new funding model for higher education – consultation paper

On September 3 2008, NUS published a document entitled “Broke and Broken: A critique of the higher education funding system”. This document represents a thoroughgoing analysis of the faults in the current system of top-up fees, how it fails people today, and how it would create huge unfairness in the future if allowed to develop unchanged. Our focus now is on identifying and campaigning for the changes in policy required for the system to become fairer and less regressive, by working through the review of higher education funding expected in 2009. This will mean developing detailed alternative proposals by the spring of 2010.
As part of our objective to design an alternative model for funding higher education, NUS is now collecting views, opinions and ideas from students’ unions, our strategic partners, and other stakeholders. We also want to collect the views of individual students. This short consultation paper is one way that you can make a contribution. If you are a student or student officer, you may also be able to attend various NUS events this term, where there will be discussion around the development of the policy – please ask your local students’ union about these opportunities.
We recommend that you read the “Broke and Broken” document before responding. 
The deadline for responses to this consultation is 17 December 2008.
You can respond by writing directly into this word document, saving to your own computer, and emailing to fairerfunding@nus.org.uk

We thank you for responding to this consultation.
Wes Streeting
National President

Aaron Porter

Vice-President, Higher Education

Name:

Subject of study (if studying):

Occupation / Office Held (if applicable):

Institution (if applicable):

Do you have any general comments on the “Broke and Broken” document?

In designing a new higher education funding system, we might try to achieve various aims, but it may be difficult to reconcile all those aims. We want to get a sense of the general priorities sought by our stakeholders. Please rank the following aims in your own order of priority (please put your ranking in the boxes provided):

	Ensure that what students pay does not exceed what the government pays
	

	
	

	Increase the level of financial support available while studying
	

	
	

	Prevent different universities from charging different fees
	

	
	

	Reduce the levels of student debt on graduation
	

	
	

	Link the total a student pays to their future income
	

	
	

	Make the loan system more efficient
	

	
	

	Generate more money for universities to spend on tuition
	

	
	

	Secure a larger contribution from graduate employers
	


Are there any other things that a new higher education funding system should try to achieve?

One vitally important area, where there is a broad consensus that change is needed, is in the way part-time students are treated. How might part-time students be treated under a new system, to improve their position?

Do you think the bursary system is fair, and if not, how would you change it?

How should we ask employers to make a contribution in a new model?

Do you have any specific proposals that you would like us to consider?
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