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Dear <MP’s name here>,

RE: Fairer funding and a national bursary scheme for higher education

I am writing to you to raise my concerns about the current higher education funding system and, specifically, the way in which student support is distributed. The current support scheme is both confusing and unfair. 

More than 300 different varieties of bursary exist, yet it is difficult for an aspiring student to find and compare the financial packages offered by each institution, as each has different options, and there is no central collation of this material where it can be compared. This often leads to students not receiving the help they are entitled to.

Bursaries were introduced to help those students who most needed financial support through their time at university; this is not how they are often deployed. Bursaries and scholarships have been used by institutions to fulfil their own objectives such as attracting the best pupils and filling specific courses. 

In addition, universities last year failed to distribute over £19 million of their budget in bursaries and scholarships to students to reduce financial hardship amongst students. 

The discretionary and chaotic system of student support leads to contradictory results, with the institutions that do the most to widen participation offering less money to more students, while those institutions with fewer students from poorer backgrounds can afford to offer them more money individually. Institutions are penalised by fulfilling the government’s stated objectives for student support, while students from the same financial background are receiving different support packages. 

I would like you to ask John Denham, Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills, to answer the following questions:

· Will the government commit to a national bursary scheme to distribute financial support on the basis of need?
· Will the government commit to a genuine debate about higher education funding – not just about the last three years but about a vision for the next thirty years?

· Will the government seriously consider alternatives to the current higher education funding system?

· Will the government commit to developing a higher education funding agenda that is socially democratic in character and not just another tired market driven response?

I would be grateful if you could ask these questions of the Secretary of State and look forward to both his and your response.

Yours sincerely,

